
March 23, 2015 
Friends & Family: The Ties That Bind (& itch) 

All In The Family 

When Heidi Heitkamp managed to finagle a $4M paycheck… er ‘funding’ for her 
committee to ‘study’ child abuse, you knew there had to be even more connections 
being paid off, or allowed to benefit from that largesse, and that the children would 
still remain in that snake pit of Tribal Social Services because Heidi had not yet 
figured out (hence she needed to ‘study’) that child rape, child abuse, child trafficking 
were all crimes.  

She never once put any effort into seeking investigations or arrests of those who 
were raping children, nor those who were deliberately delivering them via the tribal 
legal system, into the hands of their rapists.  I think I found where about $300K of that 
‘study’ money has gone. I could be wrong, but we’ll see.  

Heidi, as it turns out, has a sister who works at UND. Her name is Thomasina 
Heitkamp. The July 13, 2013 Article in the Fargo Forum:  

Grants received by the university along with a partnership between 
UND and tribal communities are improving the lives of American 
Indian children and their families, according to former department 
Chairwoman Thomasine Heitkamp. This wouldn’t be possible 
without the expansion of the department itself, she said. 

They describe her as ‘former’ Chairwoman. I wonder why they didn’t talk to the 
present Chairperson? Oh well. Wanna bet there was some Sibling in the Senate 
making those grants flow more easily?  

I do take exception with the statement Thomasina made about how their work is pro-
active and ‘directly intervenes’ to protect vulnerable children, in this following 
paragraph: (emphasis  mine) 

“Social work research is unique in that we don’t just ‘study and 
report,’” said Melanie Sage, a child-welfare social-work researcher 
at UND. “Research is often change- or action-oriented, and 
involves direct intervention for vulnerable populations as well as 
development of best practices.” 

Seriously? Name some ‘direct intervention’ anywhere. I guarantee it won’t be on 
Spirit Lake and frankly, I doubt that it is anywhere.  I just love the way PR crews 
assemble parades of self-congratulatory talking points that have no real connection 
to real life or facts on the ground, and media just repeats them without so much as 
asking for proof of any of these statements. They’re Good Guys doing Good Work, 
just take their word for it, regardless of reams of documentation to the contrary, k? 
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And along with finding Heidi’s Sister, I found her Brother-in-Law: Alvin Bouchard, 
who happens to be a lawyer on the State of North Dakota’s Supreme Court.  I 
wonder if he defends child rapists? I wonder if he defends Corrupt officials?  

I wonder if he will go into practice with Timothy Purdon, the disgraced USAG/ND 
who has yet to be charged with his part in the crimes against the children, including 
his failure to investigate ANY of the Thirteen Mandated Reports, which would have 
prevented Baby Laurynn from being murdered by the abuser whom Tribal Court and 
Tribal Social Services demanded she and her twin sister be forced to live with. She 
almost made it to age three. Not a single tear from Purdon. He should have been 
jailed for obstructing the investigation, but instead, gets to retire, open up a very 
lucrative practice and never have to answer a single question in criminal court.  

I do know that when a department at a college is reeling in the big grants from the 
Feds, they are paid very, very well for it. Heidi did say the $4M was to ‘study’ the 
problem, right? Joke’s on us, taxpayers, now, we have to figure out where the other 
$3.7 Million went.  

Friends  

The Rule is clear: If you are arrested for a violent crime, you are not allowed on 
casino property… unless of course, you’re really good friends with Jackie Yankton. A 
man who was working on a construction project on Casino/Resort on the rez was 
being harassed by Jackie Yankton who wanted her son, Lance Young, to have his 
job. Her Sister, Valerie Yankton, also wanted her nephew (Lance) to have the 
position, so she also tried to get the construction worker fired.  

But he made no mistakes and did his job well, so there were no grounds to fire him. 
This put the Yanktons in a tantrum/hissy-fit mode and they of course get others to do 
their dirty work. In this case, since Valerie runs the TERO Board (employment Board 
for the rez) it appears that she somehow got one of the supervisors to assault the 
worker.   

The supervisor was arrested. This would mean that he could not return to the project 
until he was cleared either by court or by the worker dropping the charges.   

The worker would not drop the charges, so Jackie Yankton declared the worker as 
banned from the casino, so he could not make a living, and he had to sue his 
employer for unemployment. Jackie doesn’t have the legitimate authority to ban 
anyone from the casino, but Yanktons do what Yanktons want to do and rules don’t 
apply to them.  

Paul Matheney intervenes and tries to get the worker to drop the criminal charges. 
The worker refused. Matheney then made a call to his ‘personal friend’, James 
Wang (NOTE: James Wang functions both as a State Attorney, and as a Defense 
Attorney… go figure that one out).  
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The worker also called Wang and told him outright that he did not want the charges 
dropped. Wang said he’d look into it and something to the effect of: “If I did drop the 
charges, I will reinstate them after the work at the casino is finished,” which is head-
spinning. What’s the point? Oh yeah, punish the victim of a crime and continue to 
reward the abusers, bullies and in this case, a man with no control over his violent 
urges.  

Guess who’s out of work and guess who never missed a paycheck on that one? You 
got it.  

Corruption at every level. If there is money in it, there is corruption attached to it. 
Sometimes it’s a construction worker being assaulted, and sometimes it’s high 
school grads having their scholarships stolen from under them. But all the time, day 
and night, it is the children paying the price. The most vulnerable have no voice and 
the new ICWA laws make sure that the walls are higher, and that no one will be able 
to speak for them. They will suffer so the corrupt can profit and so that those who 
really like to abuse and rape children, especially those in government, have some 
place they can go and enjoy themselves with no worry that anyone will ever look 
there.  

The DOJ does not keep records on how many government officials are arrested for 
Child porn/sexual assault/sexual assault of a child.  They don’t keep records. They 
want you to think that every time some heroic reporter uncovers that filthy little 
activity, that it is a one-off case, an ‘aberration’. 

It is far from an aberration. It’s an epidemic. And the worst part is that the political 
alliances that protect the abusers means that the web of deception, abuse, rape, and 
even child murder, involves many, many accomplices… all of whom profit, one way 
or another, from never ending the abuse, never allowing criminal charges to be filed 
against those who are at the core of all that is evil, especially in Indian Country.  

The DOJ doesn’t even keep records of how many government employees are 
caught viewing child porn on their government computers!! It is as if, at the highest 
levels, child porn, child rape and even child murder, is an annoyance to them and 
that only when someone is caught and it becomes public knowledge.  If our 
government had any desire whatsoever to end Child Rape, they would actively 
pursue the Thirteen Mandated Reports, pursue charges against those who have 
conspired to silence the whistle blowers, and pursue charges against those who 
have been profiting from the abuses of these children. 

But no. Instead, they make laws that make it illegal to investigate child abuse on the 
rez unless the abusers who are running the rez and the tribal courts, agree to allow 
it.  Think about that one.  

This so-called Big Deal Congressional Hearing that happened last month in DC, 
which left Purdon dragging his sorry butt out of the USAG’s office, was nothing more 
than a ‘show’.  No one has been arrested. Purdon gets to skate out into a very 
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lucrative new practice and will do nothing but profit from his time covering up and 
protecting the pedophile rings on Spirit Lake Nation Reservation.   

The Good People of Spirit Lake have nowhere to turn. Nowhere to send reports that 
doesn’t involve getting approval from the corrupt, the child rapists themselves.  Good 
people are fighting for those children, but our government made it illegal for them to 
even raise their voices because it would ‘undermine the tribe’.   

And you wonder how they got away with murdering Eddie Peltier and framing 11 
innocent young men? Look at the web work of evil they employ running through both 
State and Federal agencies, to protect themselves from having to even answer for 
the placement of babies in the hands of registered sex offenders, felons, rapists.  

With millions of dollars flowing so freely, with no auditing or accounting, from Federal 
& State governments into the hands of the biggest criminal organizations within our 
borders, do you really think that this will get better without us standing up and raising 
a stink?  

Across the Pond 

The system of government concealing and protecting evil, especially evil 
perpetuated against children is nothing new, nor is it confined to Indian Country. 
That doesn’t mean that knowing about it means we don’t have to do anything about 
it.  

A picturesque little town of Rotherham, England was rocked by explosive reports of 
decades of child trafficking in their own town, and made worse by the police refusing 
to investigate and the elected officials doing nothing.  The people of that town, when 
they found out not only what was going on, but how wide spread it was and how long 
it had been going on, and how the reports had been ignored, raised the roof, 
repeatedly. Sadly, aside from a few arrests, none of those who covered up the 
criminal acts and protected the criminals, has been charged with a crime.  

They did, however, force the entire police department and the entire town council to 
resign. I’m sure they all got hefty pensions.  

As pitiful as that result is, the investigations continue, so maybe there will be some 
real meat-on-the-bones arrests of those who conspired, and who were accessories, 
on down the line.  It is not enough as it is. Considering the horrors those kids went 
through and how government facilitated the abuses (there are several child sex 
scandals boiling over at various levels of Great Britain’s Government), it’s a huge 
success compared to the milk toast responses from our own government.  

You will see huge similarities in how that network of child rapists operated and how 
they operate in Indian Country.  The biggest difference? You are no longer allowed 
to report those crimes in Indian Country to anyone, especially not to media who 
might make some very prominent pillars of the community, uncomfortable.  
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As long as they can continue to get away with these horrific abuses with no fear of 
consequences; as long as the government continues to protect and nurture the 
abusers and fund their corruption, nothing will get better.  

Until these children have the same rights and are deemed to deserve the same 
protections from their abusers as any other child, we will only see it worsening. As 
long as children are viewed as property of their Tribe, they will have no rights, no 
protections.  Nowhere is that more clear than in Spirit Lake Nation.  

The bravest most courageous people I know live in Spirit Lake and they are fighting 
for the children, and they are only being threatened, harassed and intimidated by 
every level of government. That makes all of us, by virtue of our apathy and our tax 
dollars paying into the pockets of the corrupt, indirectly responsible for it getting 
worse.  

We have to raise our voices and we have to make THIS the topic of discussion at 
every political venue. Any politician who is not prepared to protect these children as 
the first priority, do not have anyone’s better future in mind--- only power and 
personal gain. Weed them out.  

As long as media doesn’t treat this as the epidemic that it is, people will assume, as 
they did in Rotherham, before media took it seriously and opened it up to daylight… 
it will only fester in the darkness and ignorance of the public at large.  

At least the community of Rotherham in England, stood up and spoke out making 
their rage against the evil in their system, flee from their sight.  

They system of child abuse, child trafficking, child rapes and worse, are global. That 
doesn’t mean that we can’t clean up our own back yard.  

You’ll be surprised if you ever get them arrested, how many other crimes they will be 
connected to.  We can’t make this better if we refuse to look or if we make excuses 
for those who fail to do their part to protect those children in that one small dot on 
the map. If we excuse it there, we excuse it everywhere. What does that make us? 

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 


